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SUBJECT : PROJECTED WHEAT PRODUCTION IN BD DURING FY 1978 

1. SUMMARY: WHEAT PRODUCTION IN BD WILL RISE TO 351,000 TONS 
DURING FY 1978, ACCORDING TO THE BANGLADESH AGRICULTURAL DEVE- 
LOPMENT CORPORATION (BADC). THE INCREASE IS ATTRIBUTED TO EX- 
PANDED WHEAT ACREAGE AND MORE WIDESPREAD USE OF IMPROVED HIGH 
YIELDING VARIETIES (HYV'S). THERE REMAINS CONSIDERABLE SCOPE 

FOR EXPANSION OF WHEAT CULTIVATION DURING THE DRY WINTER SEASON, 
AND THE BDG HAS SET A ONE-MILLION-ACRE TARGET FOR WHEAT ACRE- 
AGE (MORE THAN DOUBLE CURRENT AMOUNT). HOWEVER BADC HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO PROVIDE LESS THAN ONE-THIRD OF THE COUNTRY'S REQUIREMENTS 
FOR HYV SEED, AND RESULTING SEED SHORTAGES HAVE HELD WHEAT PRO- 
DUCTION FAR BELOW ITS POTENTIAL. PEND SUMMARY. 

2. THE BANGLADESH AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (BADC) 
HAS PROJECTED THAT WHEAT PRODUCTION WILL REACH 351,000 TONS DUR- 
ING THE 1977-78 SEASON (NOVEMBER TO APRIL), AN INCREASE OF 27 
PERCENT OVER THE 255,000 TONS HARVESTED LAST YEAR, AND MORE THAN 
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TRIPLE THE 1 13,000 TONS PRODUCED IN 1971-72. THE ANTICIPATED 
OUTPUT IS BASED ON A 12 PERCENT INCREASE IN ACREAGE DEVOTED TO 
WHEAT CULTIVATION (450,000 ACRES VSRSUS 397,000 ACRES LAST YEAR) 

AND INCREASED YIELDS STEMMING FROM MORE WIDESPREAD USE OF IMPRO- 
VED HIGH YIELDING VARIETIES (HYV'S). ACREAGE UNDER HYV'S EXPAN- 
DED FROM 288,000 ACRES A YEAR AGO TO AN ESTIMATED 400,000 ACRES 
THIS SEASON. 
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3. WHEAT IS GROWN MAINLY IN THE WEST AND NORTHWEST PARTS OF BD, 

IN AREAS WHERE WATER SUPPLY DURING THE WINTER MONTHS IS UNCERTAIN 
(WHEAT REQUIRES ONLY ONE-THIRD TO ONE-FOURTH AS MUCH WATER AS 
RICE). BECAUSE WHEAT PROVIDES MORE DE- 
PENDABLE YIELDS AT LOWER 

COST IN THESE AREAS, THE BDG HAS DESIGNATED IT A PRIORITY CROP 
IN ITS AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH EFFORTS, AND HAS SET A TARGET OF 
INCREASING WHEAT ACREAGE TO ONE MILLION ACRES. IT IS ESTIMATED 
THAT TWO TO THREE TIMES THAT AMOUNT (CURRENTLY DEVOTED TO OTHER 
CROPS OR LYING FALLOW) COULD BE CULTIVATED IN WHEAT. 

4. ASIDE FROM ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS (E.G. LENGTH OF GROWING SEASON, 

WATER SUPPLY) AND ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS SUCH AS THE 
PRICE OF WHEAT RELATIVE TO RICE, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CONSTRAINT 
UPON WHEAT ACREAGE HAS BEEN THE LIMITED SUPPLY OF HYV WHEAT 
SEEDS. DOMESTIC SEED PRODUCTION HAS BEEN HAMPERED IN THE PAST 
BY POOR SEED QUALITY AND INADEQUATE CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH 
SEED FARMERS. CONSEQUENTLY MOST OF THE SEED DISTRIBUTED BY BADC 
MUST BE IMPORTED. TWO YEARS AGO USAID FINANCED BD PURCHASES OF 
1,200 TONS OF HYV SEED; DURING FY 1977 AND FY 1978 THE BDG BOUGHT 
SEED WITH ITS OWN FOREIGN EXCHANGE. 

5. RECENT USAID FIELD REPORTS INDICATE THAT QUALITY CONTROL AND 
PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENTS WITH SEED FARMERS HAVE GREATLY IMPROVED, 
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AND THAT PROSPECTS 

FOR WHEAT PRODUCTION OF THE MAGNITUDE PROJEC- 
TED BY THE BADC ARE GOOD. BADC 
DISTRIBUTED 4,296 TONS OF HYV 

SEED THIS YEAR, OF WHICH 1,325 TONS WAS PROCURED DOMESTICALLY. 

THIS AMOUNT, WHILE MORE THAN DOUBLE THE 1,900 TONS DISTRIBUTED 
LAST YEAR, WAS INSUFFICIENT TO MEET THE DEMAND, AS INDICATED BY 
THE WIDE DISPARITY BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND MARKET PRICES. THE 
MARKET PRICE FOR HYV SEED WAS EIGHT TO TEN TAKA PER SEER (2.05 
LBS.) AS COMPATED TO TK. 3.5 PER SEER UNDER B ADC'S DISTRIBUTION 
PROGRAM. 

6. ALTHOUGH INADEQUATE SEED SUPPLY CONTINUES TO HOLD WHEAT AC- 
REAGE ITS POTENTIAL. IMPROVEMENT ON THE GAINS REGISTERED THIS 
YEAR IN DOMESTIC SEED PRODUCTION WOULD GO FAR TOWARD EASING THE 
TIGHT SUPPLY SITUATION. NEXT SEASON BADC PLANS TO DISTRIBUTE 
6,000 TONS OF SEEDS, A 23 PERCENT INCREASE BUT STILL ONLY ONE- 
THIRD OF THE COUNTRY'S TOTAL REQUIREMENTS. MORE PROGRESS IN PRO- 
DUCTION, STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION OF SEED IS NECESSARY BEFORE BD 
FARMERS BEGIN CULTIVATING WHEAT ON A LARGE SCALE BASIS. 

BERGESEN 
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